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Steps on How to Make a Soils Map 
 
 
 
Step 1. Go to the Web Soil Survey website. Click on Start WSS. 
 

 
 
Step 2. Select Address on the left hand side of the page. 
 

 

http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
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Step 3. Type in the project address and hit enter or select View. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Step 4. The next page will show an aerial view that includes the Project Area. Select AOI 
as shown below to define the specific boundaries of the Project Area. 
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Step 5. Draw the AOI to define the Project Area. Begin drawing the AOI by clicking once 
in an area of the Project boundary, dropping points to define the perimeter.  
 

 
 
 
Step 6. Once complete, double click and the AOI will be created showing the following 
screen. 
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Step 7. Once the boundaries include the entire Project Area (it’s important to not 
include land outside of the Project Area), move the cursor to Shopping Cart (Free) as 
indicated below. 
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Step 8. Create a title for the Project. Once completed, move the cursor to the upper 
right hand side to select Check Out. 
 

 
 
Step 9. After selecting Check Out, you’ll be given two options. Get now or download 
later. Select Get now and hit ok.  
 

 
 



June 2018 6 

Step 10. Save the Soils Report as a pdf and upload it to the Supporting Documents page. 
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Step 11. Within the report, you’ll see your Project Area and a code(s) on the aerial map. 
This tells you how many soil types are present within your Project Area. In this case, 
there are three soil types. 
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Step 12. Search within the Soils Resource Report to determine if there are any 
farmlands soils on the site. You can try to search within the pdf using the Find feature 
and the word “farm” to locate areas in the document where they discuss if the soils are 
considered farmland or not. 
 

 
 
 
Step 13. Discuss in the ER checklist whether or not farmland soils are present in the 
Project Area. Discuss if they will be permanently converted to non-farmland use.  
 
Step 14. If the physical location of the Project Area is not in an existing urban or 
developed setting, you’ll need to complete a Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form. 
There are two different versions of the form, depending upon the project activities. For 
both forms, the sections that you will complete are those labeled “To Be Completed by 
Federal Agency,” as highlighted below. 
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Step 15. If the project involves the construction a new septic system or waterline, 
complete the CPA-106 Form (fill in all sections that are labeled “To be completed by 
Federal Agency), Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor Type Projects, and 
submit it to Thomas Villars of the National Resource Conservation Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/quin.mann/Notes/Farmland%20Protection/CPA-106%20Form.pdf
mailto:Thomas.Villars@vt.usda.gov
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Step 14. For all project activities that result in permanently converting farmland to non-
farmland that complete the AD-1006 Form  (fill in all sections that are labeled “To be 
completed by Federal Agency), and submit it to Thomas Villars.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb1045394.pdf
mailto:Thomas.Villars@vt.usda.gov
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Step 17. Once the completed Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form is received back 
from Thomas Villars, determine if the total points is greater than or less than 160. If the 
total score is 160 or less, the Farmland Protection Policy Act does not apply, no further 
consideration for protection is required. If the score is 160 or higher, protection of the 

area should be considered and alternative project sites should be evaluated, and/or 
mitigation will be required. 

 
 


